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We have been in Ketchikan for several weeks we have just heard about the draft report of the 
LBC. We will therefore only be able to give you our opinion at this writing since there is not 
time to gather hard data. There is no doubt that recent information on economic conditions for 
Prince of Wales Island would indicate the economic viability of a borough government is beyond 
the realm of practical possibility. 

The primary reason (70-80%?) for the economic health of the 1970’s and 1980’s was the timber 
industryharvest. That has collapsed with the restriction on the sale of National Forest timber, 
cancellation of the Ketchikan Pulp Long Term sale, and cessation of timber cutting on native 
corporation lands. That activity in the past provided the lions share of year around jobs that 
provided a family a living wage. With this leg of the economy severed there is no way to 
generate enough tax revenue to support a borough government. 

We believe that current data would support the opinions expressed above. We will be meeting 
with other residents of Thorne Bay in the near future to gather hard facts relevant to accurate and 
current information on economic conditions of the Prince of Wales community, 

At this point be advised we are totally against the formation of a borough government on Prince 
of Wales Island. 

Sincerely, 

James R. Moffit 
Resident Prince of Wales Island 

‘J’ Judith A. Moffit 
Resident of Prince of Wales Island 


